








TAIWAN

Celebrating its 40th anniversary, the Hope Workers’ Centre 
(HWC) continues the mission of the Columban Missionaries 
who pioneered migrant ministry within the Hsinchu Diocese. 
A significant milestone occurred last year when over 8,000 
migrants gathered for a historic event, celebrating their    
identity not merely as labourers, but as active missionaries 
sharing their faith and culture.

HWC works closely with new immigrant families, empowering 
them to proactively participate in parish life, enabling them 
to take on leading and independent roles within the Church 
community. We also support the second generation of new 
immigrants, providing them with English catechism classes 
and various activities so that they can embrace their          
immigrant parents' cultural heritage and faith for balanced 
growth. 

Beyond spiritual care, the centre collaborates with NGOs to 
advocate for the rights of caregivers and domestic helpers.  
As the government is currently planning to ease hiring       
regulations, the centre emphasizes the urgent need for 
systemic reform to prevent exploitation. By offering both   
legal advocacy and pastoral support, the HWC provides a    
vital sanctuary and comfort for those facing high-stress              
environments, ensuring they are treated with the dignity they 
deserve.

Around 40 immigrant children in the Filipino community, aged 
from five to 16 years old, attend English Catechism classes 
facilitated at the HWC. Classes are divided into four groups: 
preschool, preparation for First Communion, preparation for 
Confirmation, and a Bible sharing group. Classes are held 
every Sunday, followed by the Children’s Mass. 

In Taiwan, caregivers and domestic helpers are not covered by 
the Labour Standards Act. For the past three years, the HWC 
has provided pastoral services to a group of caregivers and 
domestic workers, mostly from the Philippines. The group has 
grown to 10–15 regular members who gather monthly for 
support and community activities. 

During the past year, the HWC provided shelter to 35 migrant 
workers from the Philippines, Thailand, and Indonesia. They 
sought assistance for a range of reasons, including human 
trafficking, requests for employer transfer, labour disputes, 
and medical needs. Those we supported are employed in 
sectors such as factory work and caregiving.
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WATCH VIDEO

2025 Migrants and Immigrants 
Gathering in Taoyuan Arena

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oEYBvPQbqBI
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IN GRATITUDE

Columban Fr Chris Saenz with Marriage 
Encounter participants in March 2026

UNITED STATES

Within the Columban mission in the United States, parish 
ministry and social justice ministry are closely linked. 
Through parish work—celebrating the Eucharist, preparing 
children and adults for the sacraments, and accompanying 
couples and families in marriage preparation and 
retreats—we enter the daily realities of the people we 
serve. That pastoral closeness, especially within the 
Hispanic ministry, often reveals the burdens many migrant 
families carry: uncertain legal status, discrimination, family 
separation and fear. As a result, sacramental and parish 
ministry often leads naturally into social justice outreach 
through Know Your Rights seminars, Family Plan for      
Security workshops, detention centre accompaniment and 
other practical forms of support. In this ministry, migration 
is not treated as an abstract issue but as a pastoral reality 
affecting families, faith communities and the dignity of 
real people.

Columbans initiated the celebration of a Spanish Mass at 
St Mary’s Church in Bellevue, Nebraska, that now welcomes 
between 120-150 parishioners each Sunday.

During the past year, the Columban migrant ministry in 
Omaha served more than 60 families, offering hospitality, 
accompaniment and practical support to migrants and refugees.

On January 1, 2026, St Mary’s Parish in Fontana, California, 
consecrated its new church, following 13 years of planning and 
fundraising in which Columbans were deeply involved. The parish 
serves more than 5,000 registered families. The consecration 
was celebrated with 3,000 parishioners in attendance.

Around three to five young people have joined the 
monthly vocations gathering.
 
In May 2021, the Columbans initiated a Chinese Mass 
in Gwanghuimun, Seoul.  Last year over 800 people 
regularly attended this Mass. 
 
The 2025 Christmas party for North Korean immigrants 
at our mission centre was attended by 60 people. This 
important celebration has already been hosted for a 
number of years.
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WATCH VIDEO WATCH VIDEO
video credit: @itsrosiooo

https://clmbn.org/stmary26 https://clmbn.org/ar2026
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IN GRATITUDE

Each year in Omaha, the Columban migrant ministry hosts 
a Christmas celebration for migrant and refugee families. 
Parents and their children gather and share in a warm 
friendly atmosphere. Santa Claus and Mrs Claus stop by to 
give gifts to every child, making the season special for all.

This celebration is possible because of our generous 
donors who help the ministry bring dignity, joy and a      
feeling of belonging to families confronting difficulties. 
Their support goes beyond material help. It shows Christian 
solidarity and answers the call to stand with those on the 
margins. Their kindness reveals God’s visible love, restores 
hope and reminds families that they are seen, valued and 
appreciated.

Volunteers make this event happen by giving their time, 
energy and care. Their hospitality, planning and cheerful 
presence help create a celebration rooted in charity and 
respect. Their service spotlights our mission’s social justice 
dimension by building community and honouring           
everyone’s dignity.

Most of all, we are truly grateful to the migrant and refugee 
families. Their presence is the greatest gift to this ministry. 
Their faith, resilience and hope show us the face of Christ 
and renew the spirit of the Columban community. They are 
not just receiving care. They bless this ministry in many 
ways, inspiring greater solidarity, humility and an increased 
sense of God’s presence among the poor and displaced.

Lupita Garcia as Mrs Claus and Juan Carlos Garcia as Santa Claus are 
photographed with (L-R) Ibrahim, Moise, Vanessa and Alexandra, children 
of a family of refugees from Romania. They have been members of 
‘Omaha Welcomes the Stranger’ for two years.
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GIVING BACK TO 
OUR BENEFACTORS

With Heartfelt Thanks to Our Columban Benefactors
We sincerely thank you for your unwavering support, prayers, and generosity. 

Your faith and kindness are a profound source of strength for our mission 
as we continue working together to spread God’s love.

May the Lord bless you abundantly with grace, peace, and joy always.
With deepest gratitude, 

Columban priests, lay missionaries, co-workers, and seminarians

In Korea, the Missionary Society of St. Columban is supported by 17,000 
benefactors who accompany us by their prayers and material          
contributions. In gratitude, we stay connected with them by sending 
them monthly text messages, including baptismal anniversary greetings 
and notices of Columban deaths, and by sending them the Korean 
Columban Mission Magazine three times each year.

We meet benefactors regularly through monthly spiritual talks and 
Masses in Donam, Myeongdong, Bupyeong, Wongok, Haan, Wonju, Busan, 
Mokpo, Suncheon, Jeonju, Gwangju, and Jeju. With permission from local 
pastors, we also visit parishes for mission appeals to introduce the 
Columban mission and invite participation. Recent appeals in the   
Daejeon Diocese welcomed around 150 new benefactors, and we plan to 
continue these visits throughout the year.

Each year, we organize an outing for benefactors. On October 30, 2026, 
we will visit the Hwahyeon Yi Byeok Holy Site in Pocheon, with about 
100 participants expected. At the 2025 Thanksgiving Masses in Donam, 
Bupyeong, and Wonju, we expressed our appreciation to our benefactors 
by sharing a meal with them and giving them Columban eco bags,  
reaffirming our commitment to caring for the earth.

We also provide annual retreats in several regions, with plans to expand 
further. During Holy Week, benefactors join us at the Columban centre 
house in Seoul, enriching the liturgies through their generous service.
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MISSION APOSTOLATES
76.82%

11.96%

11.21%

ADMINISTRATION

FUNDRAISING
AND DONOR-DEVELOPMENT
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At a wedding in Mariamnagar, a Parkari Kohli village in 
interior Sindh Pakistan, Columban student Jinwook Kim 
(in a green shalwar kameez) observes as the groom’s 
father places a traditional headpiece called the “moor.” 
Worn by the groom and later on attached to the bride 
before the wedding rite starts, is a face-covering       
symbol—named after the peacock—highlights the 
groom’s prominence and reflects the rich cultural        
traditions of Parkari Kohli weddings .

APPLICATION OF FUNDS RECEIVED 
IN THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

2025 - 2026
FINANCIAL SUMMARY

MISSION EXPENSES

The Society received U.S.$30.19M in revenue.
Total funds received were used in the following manner.



Our missionary endeavours in Australia, Britain, Ireland, 
New Zealand, South Korea, and the U.S./Mexico are self-funded.

The expense associated with each mission country reflects 
the number of Columban Missionaries ministering there, the cost 
of living, and the level of support the local Church can provide.

July 2025-March 2026: 1,424 participants (35 groups), mostly 
students from the schools in the Diocese of Kabankalan, used 
the San Columbano Retreat & Mission Centre for retreats, seminars, 
meetings and training workshops.

750 native trees were planted at the Santuario de San Columbano 
organic farm during the 75th anniversary celebration of Columban 
Mission in Negros, with more than 100 participating elementary & 
high school students, Church groups, non-government organizations, 
Columban Missionaries, mission partners and supporters.

A group of 12 Laudato Si’ Animators and 20 Integral Ecology 
Coordinators from the Divine Mercy Vicariate and key persons from 
six parishes of the Divine Mercy Vicariate did an evaluation of the 
Plan of Action of the Integral Ecology Ministry of the Archdiocese 
of Cagayan de Oro to which they belong.

FUNDING OF 
VARIOUS MISSIONS
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PHILIPPINES

PERUCHILE

FIJI

TAIWAN

MYANMAR

CHINA PAKISTAN

JAPAN

25%

18%

15%14%

9%

8%

3% 5%
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Over the past year, the Society Invitation to Mission (SIM) continued to 
provide opportunities for people to encounter the Columban charism 
and mission through SIM exposure and volunteering programmes.
 
Through collaboration between the Regions of Ireland and the          
Philippines, a participant from Ireland joined a SIM Exposure,            
experiencing the Columban Mission in Malate, Manila, and in Batang, 
Negros Occidental, highlighting close accompaniment, hospitality, and 
relationships with local communities.

The Taiwan Mission Unit led a Youth Mission Exposure and Pilgrimage 
in Jeju, Korea, bringing together young people from Taiwan and China. 
Through visits to Columban ministries, pilgrimage sites, prayer and 
cultural exchange, the programme focused on mission awareness, faith 
reflection and intercultural experience.

In the British Region, the Faith in Action Volunteer Programme        
continued to engage young adults in Columban mission through 
accompaniment of migrants and refugees, interfaith initiatives, and 
justice and peace education. The China Mission Unit and the Pakistan 
Mission Unit remained committed to facilitating individual visits and 
mission encounters, sustaining relationships that often continue 
beyond the initial SIM experience.

New SIM Coordinators were appointed for the Korean Region 
and the United States Region, with the U.S. Region forming a 
SIM Committee, opening possibilities for future SIM-related 
programmes. Looking ahead, the South American Region     
and the U.S. Region are exploring local SIM initiatives within 
their own regions, such as young people from Peru visiting 
Columban ministries and engaging in programmes in Chile. 
Initial conversations have also begun around World Youth   
Day 2027 in Korea, opening further possibilities for youth          
engagement in the Columban mission.

Alongside these activities, SIM reviewed its Guidelines, 
strengthened safeguarding practices and enhanced collaboration 
across Regions and Mission Units, ensuring that SIM experiences 
remain safe and rooted in the Columban mission and charism.

Participants from Taiwan and China at the Columban 
House in Jeju during the Youth Mission Exposure 
and Pilgrimage in Jeju, Korea

SOCIETY INVITATION 
TO MISSION

A SIM participant from Ireland explains 
a sports game to students at a school 
in Batang, Negros Occidental
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My name is Dominic Lum Zawng and I am from Myanmar. I am     
currently assigned to Mindanao, Philippines, for my First Missionary 
Assignment. The purpose of the FMA is to provide Columban         
seminarians with a two-year opportunity to participate in Columban 
mission in another country.  

Since November 3, 2025, I have been studying the Cebuano language 
in Davao City. These past four months have been both humbling and 
enriching as I learn to communicate in a new language while       
gradually building meaningful relationships with the people I meet.

Alongside my language studies, I had the blessing of staying with     
a local family during Christmas. Living with a family of six became 
an experience of generosity and genuine care. Although we had   
only two bedrooms, they generously offered one to me. Feeling 
uncomfortable, I suggested that their only daughter use the room 
instead, and that I would sleep in the living area. Yet they warmly 
replied, “It is our joy to offer you what we have; please accept it.” 
Those words deeply moved me and opened my heart.

Through this experience, I glimpsed the beauty of missionary life, 
humbly embracing what is offered with gratitude and joyfully sharing 
whatever we have. 

“Do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such 
sacrifices God is pleased.” Hebrews 13:16

Dominic Lum Zawng  
Myanmar Seminarian in the Philippines

The following are accounts of the experiences of two Columban students.  
One is currently on First Missionary Assignment (FMA) in Mindanao,       
Philippines, and the other one is finishing Initial Formation in Manila,     
Philippines.  

Dominic (left) with his two language 
teachers and classmate, a priest 
from the PIME Congregation, at the 
language school in Davao City 
following the celebration of the 
weekly Mass. 

VOCATIONS AND 
SEMINARY LIFE

Dominic (2nd from right) with his homestay family on Christmas Eve at 
their home in Antipolo Community, Barra Parish, Cagayan de Oro.
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WATCH VIDEOhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-MJ_-w5n70



My name is Mosese Yacalevu and I am originally from the Fiji Islands. 
This is my tenth year in Columban Formation and every facet of my 
journey has been awe-inspiring for me. The various aspects of 
formation have brought out the best in me, and at the same time 
given me the sacred space to work on my areas of growth. In this way 
of life, the uniqueness and richness of our cultural, personal, and 
communal diversity continues to shape my life, especially at this 
juncture. Inter-cultural living with brothers from various countries of 
Columban mission has enabled me to go about life in a more flexible, 
nuanced, and fully embracing way. 

“Doing something beautiful for God every day” as meaningfully 
shared by Mother St. Teresa of Kolkata is something that keeps me 
going, especially during the lows of my life. I will be forever grateful 
to my fellow brothers in formation, my formators, spiritual directors,        
my pastoral companions, the Columbans, and my beloved family for 
their guidance, inspiration, generosity, and prayerful support over    
the years. I am now approaching the end of my initial formation. 
Looking back, it has been a journey of profound learnings and 
immense growth. The vulnerability that was unearthed in me has 
been the source of my inner strength, propelled by the Spirit. 

The beauty of Columban Formation lies in the very fact that we are 
in a space of growth, renewal, and lived communion. Thus, every 
Columban student is invited to be open to the vicissitudes of such a 
way of life, meeting the realities of our time in a more constructive 
and endearing way. Vinaka and God bless. 

                                                                                        
Mosese Biuduadua Wasai Yacalevu 

Fijian Seminarian in the Philippines

Mosese (2nd from right) relaxes with his fellow Columban brothers 
after completing his theology examinations

Mosese (centre) with classmates at the Loyola School of Theology

VOCATIONS AND 
SEMINARY LIFE
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WATCH VIDEOhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adOnvNlSFr0
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INTERNATIONAL 
LEADERSHIP TEAM

GENERAL COUNCIL (HONG KONG)

COLUMBAN LAY MISSIONARIES CENTRAL LEADERSHIP TEAM
(HONG KONG)

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL

SOCIETY LEADER
SOCIETY VICAR

SECOND COUNCILLOR
THIRD COUNCILLOR

FR ANDREI PAZ  
FR PETER O'NEILL  
FR KIM YOUNGIN GREGORIO  
FR SALUSTINO VILLALOBOS MONDRAGÓN 
 

COORDINATOR
TEAM MEMBER
TEAM MEMBER    

SHERRYL LOU CAPILI
KIM SUN HEE 
FR KIM YOUNGIN GREGORIO 
               

BURSAR GENERAL

INTERNATIONAL COORDINATOR 
FOR JUSTICE PEACE AND

INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) 
SOCIETY ARCHIVIST

FLORENCE TSUI (HONG KONG)

AMY W. ECHEVERRIA (U.S.)
 

 
FR PATRICK O’DONOGHUE (IRELAND)

Front row (left to right) Sherryl Lou, Fr Salustino, Sun Hee 
Back row (left to right) Fr Peter, Fr Andrei, Fr Young In
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